
T  he Jack Kent Cooke Foundation Young Scholars Program 

is a national scholarship for students in grades 8–12 

who demonstrate exceptional academic abilities, unique 

talents, and persistence to achieve high aspirations. Students 

must also have financial need. The Young Scholars Program 

provides comprehensive educational advising, financial 

support, talent development opportunities, and a stimulating 

peer community. Since 2001, we have served over 1,000 

Young Scholars, preparing them to thrive at our nation’s best 

colleges and make significant contributions to the world.
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Notable Achievements

—Eagle Scouts

—Gates Scholars

—Georgia Poet Laureate

—Girl Scout Gold Award  

—International Public Policy Forum Finalist  

—Morehead-Cain Scholar  

—National Hispanic Scholar  

—QuestBridge Scholars  

—Ron Brown Scholar  

—U.S. Presidential Scholar Semi-Finalists

Past Senior Summit  
Research Topics

—Continued Fractions and  
q-Eulerian Polynomials

—Biodegradable Solar Cell Coating

—Exploring Deep Sea Coral Genomes 

—Memory Formation and the  
Hippocampus

—Race is a Verb—Racism, Rights, and 
Rebellion: The Social Relationships  
of Slavery, Jim Crow, and Civil Rights

Graduating Class of 2021

African American/Black . . . . . .        9%
American indian  
   or Alaska Native . . . . . . . . . . . . .             2%
Asian/Asian American . . . . . . . .        30% 

Hispanic/Latino/ 
   Spanish Origin  . . . . . . . . . . . . .             11% 

Multiracial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   11%
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          36%

Geographic Distribution

19 States

Class Size: 44

Number of  
Applicants: 
2,122

First-Generation  
college bound:    27%

Executive Director 	 Giuseppe Basili

Vice Presidents	� Natalie Rodriguez Jansorn 
Dana O’Neill

Director of Programs	 June Folliard 

Telephone: 703.723.8000 
Email: youngscholarsprogram@jkcf.org

Contact Us

www.JKCF.org

Female: 52%

Prefer  
Not to 
Designate: 
2% 

Male: 45%

Please note that some percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.

 2.1%
Program 

Acceptance  
Rate

Gender 
Identity

http://www.jkcf.org
mailto:youngscholarsprogram%40jkcf.org?subject=
https://www.jkcf.org/


Cooke Young Scholars know that 
being seen as smart is not as 

valuable as working hard to learn 
and grow every day. We ask scholars 
to own their learning: to pursue 
knowledge through challenging 
courses and a goal-oriented plan 
that stretches them outside of their 
comfort zone. Rising seniors conduct 
research with university faculty during 
our campus-based, residential Senior 
Summit experience, presenting their 
learning in a final showcase.

Young Scholars engage and lead  
purposefully. Almost a quarter of 
scholars have founded an organization 
in their school or community, while the 
majority of them serve in distinctive 
leadership roles. In First Summer, rising 
ninth-grade scholars live and work  

together for three weeks creating non-
profit organizations to solve community- 
based problems that matter to them.

Coached to craft annual individualized 
goals, scholars intentionally develop 
their expertise. Our financial support 
enables each scholar to pursue 
extracurricular and academic interests 
to reach their unique goals. We have 
supported scholars to develop their 
talents as a professional yo-yoer, 
composers, published writers, slam 
poets, mathematicians, and scientific 
researchers, among many other 
emerging experts. 

We believe that the real magic in 
learning comes when scholars connect 
with people. Young Scholars and their 
families build strong relationships with 

their Cooke educational advisers over 
the five years. Through in-person and 
online activities, advisers foster a peer 
community where scholars give and get 
meaningful support. In grades 10–11, 
scholars work with faculty on a college 
campus or study abroad through Cooke 
Community Summer Programs.

Cooke Young Scholars contribute 
to the world through significant 
achievements and everyday actions. 
We encourage scholars to think big and 
act in service of their aspirations. What 
is the mark they will leave on their 
school? The influence they wish to have 
in their community? We mentor Young 
Scholars to use their efforts and talents 
to benefit others, solve challenges, and 
creatively produce. Our legacy is our 
scholars’ legacies.

Standardized Testing 

	 Middle 50%	 Mean

SAT:
Critical Reading....  680–760 .....  713

Math..............................  690–790 .....  727

ACT:
Composite......................... 	30–34......... 	31

Young Scholar  
Experience 

About the Graduating Classes of 2018–2020

Grade Distribution Range
(based on cum.) 

Total scholar  
Count = 193

	 <3.0	 3.0 to	 3.5 to	 3.8 to 
		  <3.5	 <3.8	 4.0

National Merit Scholarship  
Program 

National Merit Finalists................ 	25
National Merit Semifinalists......... 9

High School Type 

Public................................................... 	53%
Private (board)................................ 	22%
Private (day)....................................... 	24%
Other........................................................ 	1%

9
29

43

112



College Enrollment And 
Performance 2018–2020 

  

Cooke Scholar Motto

Think Big. 
Work Hard. 
Achieve.

 3.5
Average

Cumulative
College

GPA

96% of Young Scholars matriculated to college  
with a Cooke College Scholarship

American University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       2

Bard College at Simon’s Rock  . . . . . . . . . . .            1

Barnard College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            1

Belmont University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        2

Boston University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          1

Brigham Young University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                1

Brown University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           7

Carnegie Mellon University  . . . . . . . . . . . . .              1

Clemson University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        1

Colby College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               1

College of Charleston  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    1

College of William & Mary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                2

Columbia University/City of  
New York  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  6

Cornell University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         1

Dartmouth College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        1

Dickinson College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          1

Drexel University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          1

Duke University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             2

Eckerd College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1

Elon University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             1

Emory University-Oxford College  . . . . . . .        1

Furman University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         1

George Washington University  . . . . . . . . . .           2

Georgetown University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    2

Georgia Institute of Technology  . . . . . . .        1

Goucher College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           1

Grinnell College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           1

Hamilton College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           1

Harvard University . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       11

Harvey Mudd College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      2

Haverford College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         1

Hollins University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         1

Howard University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         2

Ithaca College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              1

Johns Hopkins University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 2

Kansas State University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   1

Kenyon College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             1

Kettering University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       1

Knox College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                1

Lewis & Clark College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     1

Louisiana State University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                1

Loyola University Chicago  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                1

Macalester College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        2

Massachusetts Institute of  
Technology  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               5

McGill University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           1

Middlebury College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        1

Mount Holyoke College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   1

New York University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       2

North Carolina State University  . . . . . . . .         1

Northeastern University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 1

Oberlin College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            2

Occidental College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         1

Parsons The New School for Design  . . .    1

Pepperdine University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     2

Pomona College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             5

Princeton University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute  . . . . . .      1

Rice University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              2

Rochester Institute of Technology  . . . .     1

Smith College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               5

Southern Utah University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                1

Spelman College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            1

Stanford University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       5

Stevens Institute of Technology  . . . . . . .        1

Swarthmore College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       3

Texas A&M University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       1

Trinity College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              1

Tufts University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            4

United States Military Academy  . . . . . . . . .          1

United States Naval Academy  . . . . . . . . . . . .             1

University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa  . .   1

University of California at Berkeley  . .   1

University of California at  
Los Angeles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               1

University of California at Riverside  . .   1

University of Chicago  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      1

University of Connecticut  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                2

University of Denver  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       1

University of Florida  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      2

University of Georgia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      1

University of Houston  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     1

University of Illinois at Urbana- 
Champaign  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 3

University of Kansas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       1

University of Miami  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         2

University of North Carolina at  
Chapel Hill  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               3

University of Notre Dame  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 2

University of Pennsylvania  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               1

University of Pittsburgh  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 1

University of South Florida/Tampa  . . . . .      1

University of Southern California  . . . . .      2

University of Tampa  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        2

University of Texas at Austin  . . . . . . . . . . . .             3

University of Washington  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 1

Vanderbilt University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      3

Wake Forest University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    1

Wellesley College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         4

Wheaton College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           1

Williams College  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           1

Xavier University of Louisiana  . . . . . . . . . . .           1

Yale University  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              8 

TOTAL	 186



Think Big. 
Work Hard. 
Achieve.
JKCF.org

The Jack Kent Cooke Foundation is dedicated to advancing 

the education of exceptionally promising students who have financial 

need. Since 2000, the Foundation has awarded over $200 million in 

scholarships to over 2,800 students from 8th grade through graduate 

school, along with comprehensive educational advising and other 

support services. The Foundation has also provided $110 million in 

grants to organizations that serve such students. 

http://JKCF.org
http://www.jkcf.org

